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To my Reverend Brethren, 


The Belſaſt Society. © 


LY Received yours warm from the Preſs, 
& ſoon had an Anſwcr ready, but did 


1 Judicious Readers obſerv'd that therein 
you had given up your Cauſe (& therefore 
there was no need of an Anſwer) by a pre- 
tended Expligeation of the Title of the Fa! 


that mind my ſelf, and continue ſo ſtill. 


ome Calumny's caſt on my ſelf, and that I 
may take notice of ſome of your Doctrine, 
which is very unſound, and by which the 
Uran kes of God are ready to be corrupted; 
m reſolvꝰd now to let it fee the light. But 
before I procced any further, I ſhall make 
bold to give a ſhott Advice to you the 
Belfaſt Society, that at your firſt S derunt. ou 
Jadmouith the Author of the Hiſterical Eſſay 


upon the Loyalty of Presbyterians, wat the 


7 


Paſſage he brings for the defence of the Preſ- 


his own and the Society's Pract:ce, in oh- 
poſing the Subſcription of the Miſtminſter 
Confeſſeon of Faith, at the late Settlement 
got che Reverend Mr; * in 4 


The 


f not think fit then to pub! n ir. Many. 


> mous Sermon preach't at Belfaſt; I was of 


But notwithſtanding, that I may obviate 


next impreſſion he would leave out one 


. Pyrerian s as be ing incot ſiſtent with. 


£4 


by the Presbrterians in l1eland, as the Confeſſion of © 


the Adminiſtration of the Word and Sacraments, 


take order, that Unity and Peace be.preſerv'd in® 


and intire, that all Blaſphemies and Hereſies be 


. Pawer to call Synods, to be preſent. at them, and 
to provide that whatſoever is tranſacted in them, be 
according to the mind of God, 


Confeſſion. Sed quantum mutatus ab ills — | leave 
it ta the ſulicious Reider whether that Paragraph 3 


by the Author of the Eſſay, & Mr. Abernetby's Ser- 
mon. page 34 and 35. e 4 


in the frantiſpice of your Letter, that the Reader 
may (ce you have 2 value for it; but for as well 4 
Jou loye it, you can reaſon with all your might #-® 
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The Paſſage you'l find, Effiy, page 23, and 24. 
which I give you in hs own Words. The ſecond 


Paſſage is taken from the Weſtminfter Confeſſion, al- 
lowed alſo. S reccived by the Church of Scotland, S 


their Fai th and as ſuch . ubcribed by all Minifters &# 
Preachers of both and compoſed by an Aſſembly of the 
mo ſt famous Engliſh Livines. In (h- 230% Chap, of 4 
the ſaid Coniethon, we haves theie Words ; 8 J. 
Y [ 


The Civil Magiſtrate may no: aſſume to himſelf, 1 
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or the power of the Keys of the Kingdom of Hea- 
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| | 
yen, yet lie hath Authority. and it is his duty to 
{ 
| 


the Chureh ; that the Truth of God be kept pure 


Sappreſs'c, all Corruptions and Abuſes in Warſhip 
and Dilcipline prevented or reform'd, and all the 
Ordinar.ces of G: d duly ſettled, adminiftred & ob- 
ſerv'd Fer the better effecting whereof he hath? 


- 


The Author of the Eſſay brings all this as a ftrong 
Argument for the Loyaity of Presb, terians, and ſo 
it is ; but be and his fellows have lot that. Arga- 
ment now, by oppoſing the Subſeription of the ſaiò Þ 


quoted from the Cnfeffion of Faith, and approven 4 


You ſet ſeveral Section: of theConfeſſion of Faith 


gain ſubſcribiog of it: 


1 
— —— 2 


# 7 be good Old M ay Ex- 


amines, Ec. 


80 


AP 


of ibe | iovely Ticle, The good Old Way, directe d 
P · of to my ſelf, by the Belfaſt Society; how ma- 
nſelf, 1 nz there are of ci11s Society 1 know not, 
xents, but it will not advance their Reputation 
Hea= much, if they ſhould get the Victory of 
y to one aged Man. And time will diſcover whe- 


d inf ther the way of this Society, be the good Old 


1 be Way © | 6 
rthip # Brethren, the firſt charge you lay againſt 


| the 4 me. 1s Page 2, that I have treated you with fo 
 ob= "7 much Contempt and R. proach as tends to make 
natho Pile and Odzous in the Eyes of your P 

and Joh Vide an ts in the yes Of your Leo 
n, be ple and Reverend Brethren G You proteſs 
oy YZ Miſtakes, Credul'ty, and miſguided Leal for 
% Truth, leads me to charge you with Opinions 


Lately met with a Pamphlet with this 


5 


rga -- _.. ot 2 | 3» 
Bod which you aiſclajm. This 1 thall-contider af- 
cave ter ward. 7 | 


ph But in the mean Time I Sincerely de- 
Clare that I never deſizgn'd to make any of 
you Vile, & . Is it not poſible that one 
Friend or Brother may fharply reprove a- 
nother, and yet the Reproot have no Ten- 
dency to make the other Vile ; we have a 
| „% OmLl. 8 clear 


wen 
Ser- 


a] 


6 The good Old Way Examined: 


clear inſtance of. this, in Paul's withſtand- 


ing Peter to the Face. Gal 2. 11. &c.. And 
it Peter had gone on in his Diſſimulation, 
he had made himſelt & thoſe that diſſemb- 


kd with him Vile; 


My Remarks upon 1 . of the Preſs 7 
| are true and plain; but you unjuſtly charge 

me with leading the umparry Reader to think 
that I d-fien:d to rank you amongſt Arians, c. 
And. hence you cali upon me to explain-my $ 
ſelf ; pray read my Reffections again; where 
yqu'lfind, after l have Lwwidyouthat Atheiſt; c. 


abuſe the Preſs; I thin add, in a diſt inc 


Sentence, which i is not appiy'd to you more 


than to many others ; And eue among thoſe 
of a bitter Character this holds true that's told 
36 | Eecl. 12. 12 Of making many Books there 


& no end This is io plain to any Min ex- 


cept ſuch as have a mind' to pick quarrels, 
that I need ſay. no more of i. 
As for your joining in a voluntary Society, 


1 do not quarrel the thing, but the, manner 
ot it; viz. Thar you ſett up a Society, as 


You call ir, without conſulting yo ur reſpec- 
tive, Presbyterie s before, ; ſure it became 
you lo to do, ſeing you profeſs to be Pres- 
dyterians; It may be you look't upon us, 
either as unwilling to join in ſuch a Socle- 


ty for our on improvement, or that we 


were not e of Improvement, or for 
ſome 
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4 ng me other Reaſon known to your ſelves. 


You bring for your Pattern, the Lectures 


mb- = the Morning exerciſes in London; but they 


cr up theſe Lectures by common conſent 
the united Brethren, ſo have not you: 


43 2 * 


As tor the Monthly meeting at Antrim, this 


roe ® 

ink as carried on by the Presbytery, not at all 
c. J a ſeparate Society; for there was then 
my qut one Presb) tery in Ulſter; & all of them; 
re they were able, met at Antrim And 
7c; Moſe Proyhecyings in Q Elabeth's time 
18 q ere ſupported by all good Men in their 
re Kvrcral Dioceſſes, as they were conniv'd 
s I, or encourag'd by their re ſpective Biſhops, 
Id *% the ignorant reading Curates, cared tor 
2 4 o improvement. But you have formed 
our Sgeiety by picking out ſuch as you 
„ Fought for your Purpoſe. 


11 ole no Spirit ot Perſecution moving us 

Jo diſcoyrage you, yet l hops you will not 
obeupgb me too bold in adviſing you, to 
axe heed to your Doctrine. 

Page 6. and 7. You give us a large Ca- 
logs ot the Subjects you preach on at 
Four Societies, and | believe that ſeveral 

2 them are very uſe ful in this time; but 
How you manag d theſe Doctrines I cannot 
tell, I hope we ſhall kuow when they are 
a. For my part I would have been 


Netter pleaſed if you * aſſerted the Doc- 
= trine 


. 


AP 
2 Y 


-undervalu'd in this degenerate, Age, he 
Scepticiim prevails ſo much. . 


dament | Article of Faith hath two Eſſentid 
ed & opened in ſome place of Scripture that na 


uſe of the ordinary means, may all attain ut 1 


Jelus Chriit) ro many appear to be clearlf 


to the 2d Character, the Scriptures fay nc? 
where Expreſſly, this or that Article is no 


no ſuch necefi iy mars, there, we are 


292. 


Ss Is; od Old Way Examined. * 
of the bed Trinity in che Godhead, ti 
Incarnation ot the Son ot God, the Satif 
faction he gaye to the Juſtice of God to! 
the Elz&, the Nec: flity of Repentanc 
towards God, and Faith toward our Lock 
Jeſus Chriſt, &c all of which are ſo muc# 
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You tell us. you have taught ebat every ful 
Charatters viz 1ſt That it be clearly propound 
'only the learned but the unlearxed, in a di 


to a ſufficient Under ſtanding of it. 24 IThet 14. 
Holy Screptures m ke at Nec: Mary to Subvatioik 
Now.wiat it a contraveriied Article, of 
Faith (ſuppole the Divinity of our Lore 


pr opounde d & opened in ſeycral places of 
Scriprure; but to others it does not appear 
we are in the dark ſtill; , ſo that I canno 
ſee this is a Character, of tundamentals, Af 


ccflary to. Saivation ; and if any. ſhould 2. 
jedge that the Sctiprures in ſuch a Text im 

plies the necę flicy of ſuch an Article to Sa- 
vation, and others ſhould anſwer, there 18 
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The goed Old Way Excel -— 
ſtill where ue were; this Character will not 
end the Controverſy But you may alledge, 
as before, that my miſguided Zeal leades me 
into Miſtakes. 

Now I come to theſe which you call my 
chree Miſtakes. Tue 1ſt. is about the mcans 
ing of the Title of the Sermon &c. The 
Words of the Title are plain Engliſh, and 
I mult underſtand them as uſualiy & proper- 
ly they ſignify in the Scriptures, and in or- 
dinary Diſcourſe; but it I be miſtaken here 


its in the beſt of Company. Your Society 


gives them a meaning, that I be ic ve no 
Man will do but vour {c lves. viz. That Re- 
ligrous Qbedience Neceſſarily inplies Perſonal 
Per fwafion as Efſential to it. It your Author 
had 1tatd fo at nit, we ſhould have under- 
ſtood him better, and he could not from 
that Senſe have fram'd ſo many ſtrange Al- 
ſertions, no Man ought to ſay one thing 
and mean another. Pray adviſe your Au- 
thor to caſt his Sermon in a new mould, & 
explain himſelt. 

Page 9 Lou charge me for ſuppoſing your 
Author ſetts up that "Perſwaſs Jon, as a Rule In- 
dependent on, nay and oppoſite to the Scriptures 
e Vou do not tel your Reader where 

e will find this Charge; in Juſtice you 
ought to have quoted my Words. 1 leave 


j 


it to the uprejudic'd Reader whether your 
3 | de- 
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10 The good Old Way Ex min l. 
deiign be not to make me Vile, bur I for- 
give you. And I further ask you where, in 
all the Sermon your Author ſpeaks of the 
dependence the Conſcience ought to have 
on the Holy Scriptures? But it's like you'l 
ſay, he meant it; as you told us with Re- 
ſpect to the Title of the Sermon. | 
In the next place you charge me with that 
unfriendly Reflection, as if I caſt your Author 
in with the curſed Socinians, who tell us plain- 
| ly that Humane Rea ſon is our Rule and Guide; 
if even in points that direcili relate to Eternal 
Salvation, and with whom your Author plainly 
agrees (pray Brethren be Juſt, and add the 
reſt of the Sentence) while he tell. 14 p 10; 
Let every Man enjoy the freedom of following 
the light of his Conſcience. 1 leave 1t then to 
all Men of Learning and Senſe, whether 
your Author in that point does not fall in 
with the curſed Socinians; And how unfriends 
Iy foever that Reflection be, your Author 


* ” 


5 


gives clear ground tor 1t. | 

Lou ſay now p. 10. in defence of your 
Author, what he no chere in allhis Setmon 
Jays. viz Does our aſſerting the neceſſit) of a 
full Perſwafion of God's Word being the only 
Rule of Faith, inferr that we ſet up Reaſon: as 
another Rule > pray Brethren diret me to 
that Page of your Author's Sermon, where 


I ſhall find, the Nect{ry of a Jul ALE 
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es 


The* good Old Way Eximun'd. = 
* God's Word being the only Rule of Faith; 
"al we. find. in the Scrmo! is, Perſonal Per- 
. Conſcience, Light of Conſcience & c. 
Jvirhour mentioning God's Word. 
Further p. 10. you aledge a Second Miſtake 
with reſpe& to the Magiſtrates Power in 
atters of Conscience: ; 1 have taken Care 


on, and cannot fnd any thing I dyes 1 


| | me Sgt bur you pals ir ſhortly, d 
Jo ſhall I. But I referr you to my —_ Tis 
ns, and to the EJ. ty, &c. | 


But p 11. My 3d Meſtake, fey You, is 


of the Sermon proſtitutes ah Coons 40 © Ful he 


Church, to Adulcerers, irceſtu ns Por ſors the vi 


M and moſt profane, and thoſe win err in fus 
damental & Ef]- ntial Articles of F:ith ; and 7 
BY or any of theſe jhould plead io be received in- 
j the Communion of the Church, and tell her, 
hey are fully perſwaded in their own Mindi, that 
Peir vile Errors are ſound Principles, and their 
a ynmoralities are Lauſul, the Church muſt re- 
þ ive them. 

This Paragraph is a baſe piece of injuſs 
a vice ; ; they gather a heap of Wordstogether, 
Los atal as they are connected by me, but. 
In their own Way, as they make for them, 
1 gud then can them my 1 35 
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ſay on that Subject Reflections p 21 e 95 


Jett to them but (till Superior when their Voices 


Fuſe, according to his ou Principles to gra et 3 
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12 The goed old Way Examih d. 5 
I ſhall Tranſcribe to my Reader, what 10 


all, ſhall we believe that we our ſelves ave to J 
obey ſuch as watch for our Souls, and yet 
our Conſcrences in the mean time no way Subs || 


differ? I ſuppoſe an Heretick Adulterer, or 
inceſtuous Perſon plainly couvi ſhall refuſe to 
decl ire his Sorrew before the Seſſion or Congre- 
gation that he may receive a Rebuke according 
to 1 Tim. 5 20 pretending they have no power Þ 
over his Conſcience to require it & norwithſtands Þþ 
ing Demands to be received into fall Communi« 


on with the Church; how can our Author re.. 


him all Priviledges ? He tells him, tho I refuſe © 
publick Acknowledgment. yet I do not Sin againſt 4 
my Light and Conſcierce, &c. 3 
The learned Svucicty, by their unfair deal- 3 
ing, have oblig'd me to Tranſcribe what 
both they and I ſay. Does it not appear, 
by comparing the two guotations that they 
ave thurſt in many ot their own Words,as 
it they were mine, and wholly pervert my 
meaning which is evidently this, That I'm? 
only ſpeaking of the Man's retuting publick 3 
Acknowledem: nt of his Sins, that he may? 
receive a Rebuke as its required. 1 Tim 5. 20 
Now if our Author take it privately, he hu, 
mors the Man's pretence, but he diſobeyg 
the Word of God, BuY 


at 1 
After 
re to 


ert 
8 

4 . 
uUbe 


Voices 
by 


iſe to 4 
ngre- - 


rding 
Dower 
tand. 
nuns 
ve. 
gra et 


efule 
at, ſt 


de al- 
what 
pear, 
they 


ds, z a ET, y qo, 
| my ty, the Divinity of our Lord J-ſus Chriſt, 
3» | the Satisfaction he 
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ma be the Eſſentials and Vitals of Religion ? 
20 3 þ | | 8 
a hu. dt this rate, we ſhall have very few Eſlenti- 
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De good Old Way Ekamin'd, 13 
But thc Socicty pretznds 1 iay, They are ſul. 
h perſwaded in their own Minds, that their vile 
Errors are ſound. Principles, and their immora- 


I 
12 
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Vities are Lawful. I ſay no ſuch thing; ſure 


— 


3 


this. is not the good old way, 
' Bur, p. 13 The Reverend Society advance 
eth a mol} dangerous Aſſertion which I can 
no way agree with; Indeed we think that 
its very agreeable to Charity that thoſe points 
verein the Reaſon of Men and the Sincerity 
ef Chriſtians permit them to d fer, and which 
therefore cannot be the Eſſentials and Vitals of 
Keligion ſhould not occafion any breach, Alienation 
F Aﬀeition, or excommunicating Canons. 

In tas Sentence there are theſe 2 things 
clearly afl rted. 1ſt, That in what points the 
Rea ſon of Men aud Sincerity of Chriſtians per? 
mit them to differ. chele points are not the 
Eſſentials ana Vitals of Religion. But the 
rcaſon and pretended Sincerity of many per- 
mit them to differ from all ſound Cnriſtians, 
in the Eſſential Articles of the Holy Trini- 


gave to the Juſtice of 
Shall thoſe Articles therefore not 


according to the Divinity of our Society; 


als of Religion, if any at all, 


2dly. 
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;  Þ The good Old wav Examin d. 
 2dly. There is this alſo plainly told usif 
That its very agreeable to Charity, tbat thoſe| 
Point; wherein the Rea ſou of Men, & rhe Since- 
rity of Chriſtians permit them to differ. ſhould} 
not occaſion auy Hreuch. Alienation of Affection, 
or ecommunicatirg Canons. By this Chai: v, 
ve mult look upon Arians, Sociniars, &c. 
To be dear Brethren and have the ſame at- 
fection for them as for thote that are ſound 
in the Faith. Bur it's obſcrvable that they 
never attempt to ſupport this ſo compre- 
henſive Charity by Scripture; they knew 
this was in vain. | 7 'Y 

I'm ſare Chriſt and his Apoſtles were a- 
gainſt this Doctrine Mat. 7. 15. Beware of 
talſe Prophets, Cc Phil- 3. 2. Beware ot Dogs, 
be ware of evil Workers, beware of the Con- 
ciſion. 2 Pet. 3. 17. Beware leſt ye alſo, be- 

ing led. away with the Error of the wicked 
fall from your own Stedfaſtneſs. . | .Y 

I'm tor Charity to al thoſe who differ from 
us in ſmaller tungs, fo as to love them, & 
look upon tie m as Brethren; but as for ſuch * 
as are carried away with groſs Errors, let 
them pretend what Reaſon and Sinceritß 
they pleaſe, God for oid that I ſhould have 
any more Charity tor them, while they con- 
tinue luch, than to pray to God that theß 
ma) be brought from the Error of their way: 
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You may enlarge your Charity as far as you pleaſe, 


| ns: 

hoſe ver be one of _ Society; for I'm ſure this is not 
| = 2he ood Old Way. | | | 

JINCe- I do noi abuſe the Memory ef your fathers, as you 

bould aledge, but heartily commcr'd chem, but you abuſe 

Lion, their Memory, when you do not follow their ſound 


11'V, i 


Cc. 


at- 
bund 


Docttine. 

4s fo: the Quotation you bring from the Reverend 
Mr. George Gilleſpr, in his Engliſh popiſh Ceremo- 
nics, I have the Book, and fully a with him ; 
vou may ſec the ſame thing ſaid by me, Refections. 
. 16 in the'e Words, I acknowledge alſe that God 
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bimſelf is the Abſolute Lord of the Man's Conſcience, 
Wevbile he keeps his Conſcience to bimſelf, he's then ac- 
== corntable to none but God, But that Quotation from 
Mr. Gileſpy. will not ſupport your DoQtine. viz. 
That Conſcience has a Supremacy in it ſelt, I mean 
fo far as not to be Subject to any Tribunal on Earth. 
Serm. p. 29. or that every Man may enjoy the free 
nom of following the light of Conſcience, Sermon, 
P. 10. p.26, you pretend you do net underftand the 
" XKharge of leaving us, and 3 from us. The 
meaning of it is plain, you have ſet up a ſeparate 
Society diſtinct from your Presbyteries, and without 


Fehr” 
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the knowledge of ſeveral Presbyteries to which you 


belong; and yet you would make the World believe, 


„ & you have made ne Separation. „ 
ſuch *F The laft thing I'm oblig'd to take notice of, is the 
let [Affair Repreſentative you give of my not complying 
rity Frith an earneftly defired brotherly, Conferrence 3 
To that I ſhall anſwer ſhortly, After our Presbytery 
ave F net, May 18. 1720. I irquired what we met for? 
On» For Conterrence, ſays one, about things relating tu 
hey Pur ſelves and People, and particularly about our 
F e | | ptelent 


but at that rate, in the firength of Chriſt, I ſhall be- 9 


err Diviſions; Janſweied | iwas witling to cot}. 


ons? This I did at leaſt chree Times, but got no An- 


"x * . * )—— ũ uU RI 


nnn 


would enter his proteft againſt any ſueb Conferrence, 


4 of you 1erurn to your reſpec ve Pr esbyteries, 28 YC 
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rr about any thing but theſe Div ſiuna; moreover? 
not deſite aConferrence bef re you made theſe Di viſits 


ſwer. The Presbyteries Minute wilt Juftify What 1 
have ſaid, which is this, E 

Jelſaſt, May 18. 1720. The Presbytery of Belfaſt 
having met for Prayer and Conferrence, for p: ele. v- 
ing brotherly Love amongſt ns, Mr. Malcome told 
us that he was very willing to join in a Co fer- 
rence in any thing, except What miy create a:diſpute 
about the Principles maiitain'd in this Church, fome 
thines >cing publiſht, which vught to have been con- 
fert d upon, before they were pobliſht; and. that. he 


He ; av in his Proteſtation, a d defired the ſame to 
be record ed, and a Coy py thereof viven ca lum 
5 L | opia vera And Craford: 

e veal Hai 1+ 1 C py: Zt. 
There is then no inconſifſiteney between my tetuſ- 
ing a Conference about t: ele. Divrſions, and:my:tak- 
inp notiere fa Sermon that had been publiſh't tout 
Mo ths before that. 1. 1 4 2 : * Sai 
fe verend Brethren of the Society I ſpalllezve 8 
ſhort advice, to you, if yu thipk;fit, to take it; All 


weile and set every Presbytery make up a: Society 
whichiis indeed the good old way; and, if the Lord 
will, Ihe attend id Wien I'm able, and. let the Pref 


bytery Judge of the Doctrine delivereed; If this de 
not pleale yon, I have done. e 


